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The First 
Christmas Tree
According to one account, the 

first Christmas tree was the 

brain-child of a man named 

Winfrith (also known by the Latin

name Boniface). Winfrith was an

8th-century English missionary to 

the heathen Saxons of Germany. 

When Winfrith came to Geismar 

in Hesse – or so the tale goes – he 

found there a huge and very old

oak tree that was revered by the 

natives as sacred to the god, Thor. In the presence of a large 

number of hostile Saxons, Winfrith defied the power and 

authority of the old gods. He attacked the oak with his axe. But 

before he could cut it down, a mighty blast of wind came and 

finished the job for him. The giant tree was shattered into four 

great pieces.

This convinced the Germans that Winfrith’s gospel was true. As a 

result, they built a chapel out of the wood from the fallen oak. 

And Winfrith himself – or so it is said – cut a small fir sapling 

from the forest and placed it in the chapel as a symbol of the 

Christ-child’s birth and the beginning of His reign among this 

formerly heathen people.

This, according to a number of sources, is the origin and 

meaning of the Christmas tree as we know it today. Author 

Henry Van Dyke has written a fictionalized account of this event 

in his dramatic short story “The First Christmas Tree.” Some say 

that the great reformer Martin Luther was responsible for 

following up on this tradition by introducing the use of 

Christmas trees in the homes of the German people in the 16th 

century.
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ALL ABOARD for an 
Inspirational Christmas 

Read!
First published in 1984, and written by 
David Baldacci (yes, the best-selling 
suspense-thriller novelist), The 
Christmas Train is considered by many 
to be a modern holiday classic. The 
story is filled with memorable 
characters who have packed their bags 
with as much wisdom as mischief... 
and shows how we do get second 
chances to fulfill our deepest hopes 
and dreams, especially during this 
season of miracles. Disillusioned 
journalist Tom Langdon must get from 
Washington D.C. to L.A. in time for 
Christmas. Forced to travel by train, he 
begins a journey of rude awakenings, 
thrilling adventures, and holiday magic. 
He has no idea that the locomotives 
pulling him across America will actually 
take him into the rugged terrain of his 
own heart, as he rediscovers people's 
essential goodness and someone very 
special he believed he had lost.

Located in our 
library in 
Section 800: 
Dewey 
813.54 B19c
              

Purchase the 
Book.

Watch the                    
movie.                                

                                     

LIBRARY TECHNOLOGY HELPFUL HINTS:
Getting Organized for the Semester

Use Gmail to make your day go more smoothly. Gmail has 
several AI-powered features that can help you stay on track and 
flag urgent messages. There is also a scheduling feature that 
can help you instantly find time to catch up with friends and 
family. Priority Inbox segments your mail into sections like 
Important and Unread, Starred and Everything Else. You can 
also use the Multiple Inboxes feature to filter messages 
according to various themes, work projects, or separate email 
accounts.

September 1 - Labor Day
September 6 -  National Read    
                           a Book Day
September 7 - Grandparents’ Day
September 11 - Patriot Day
September 15 - Nat’l Hispanic    
                  Heritage Month Starts 
September 17 - Constitution Day
September 22 - First Day of Fall
September 22 - 26 Mid-terms

-

Click Book Cover to
                                                       

read a sample.
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