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The Storms  
of Life
I was actually looking forward to February 
because, on average, it gets just a little 
warmer. Like many of you, we experi-
enced several days of either ice or snow. 
This made travel difficult, but we had a 
plan to keep the students fed and warm. 
Classes moved to remote instruction 
because faculty were not able to get to 
the campus. We did not have a lot of concern with losing power because we have a substation at the 
edge of the campus that was fed directly from high tension lines.

Then someone sent me a video of those very lines arcing and lighting up the night sky. Shortly after 
that, almost the entire county lost power. Amazingly, crews worked in difficult conditions to restore 

power to the campus almost exactly 24 hours later. However, power 
was not restored to the lift stations for the water supply. The joy of 
having the power back was interrupted by the campus losing water. 
Again, while working in very difficult conditions, crews restored 
power to the lift stations and we soon had water back on campus.

An ice and snow storm, leading to power outages, leading to a 
water outage created challenges for many of us in both our service 
to the students and in our personal lives. Yet it also brought out the 
best of the campus community. There are many stories I could tell 
you, but I’ll just share these few.

There are three key areas to address during such a crisis: food, warm shelter, and the ability for 
people to access those necessities. 

Not only did our food service personnel somehow prepare hot meals with the use of a backup 
generator, but they also looked out for some of our neighbors too. I stopped at four homes that are 
close to the campus to make sure they were keeping warm. While they were grateful for my visit, 

From the President
Dr. Terry Allcorn

“...but after all the 
limbs are cleaned 
up and the snow has 
melted, I’ll still re-
member the amazing 
work that was done 
by amazing people.”

(continued on back cover)



Mr. Calvin Lindell | Vice President of Academic Affairs
Calvin Lindell has been serving as the Vice President of Academic Affairs since March 2020, first as the interim 
and now in the permanent role. He most recently served as Associate Vice President of Academic Affairs here 
at KCU, and previously served for 31 years at Morehead State University. He has also found time to serve as the 
preacher of Salt Lick Christian Church. Calvin is a graduate of Great Lakes Bible College, has a Master degree in 
Human Communication from Abilene Christian University, and is currently working on his Ph.D. in Leadership at 
Johnson University.

Mr. Corey Fipps | Vice President of Enrollment Management & Athletics
Corey Fipps was recently named the Vice President of Enrollment Management and Athletics. He also serves as 
the head football coach for the KCU Knights. In addition to his extensive administrative and coaching experience, 
he graduated from Harding University with both a Bachelor degree and a Master degree in Kinesiology. Corey 
is active with several community groups, including the Tourism Bureau of Grayson. He is an active member and 
Sunday School teacher at the Olive Hill Church of Christ.
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The University 
Leadership Team

Mr. Donald Damron | Vice President of Student Services
Donald Damron has been serving as Vice President of Student Services since July 1, 2020. He is certainly no 
stranger to the University. Not only is he a 1990 graduate of KCU, he has served this area well as a teacher, 
principal, coach, and Director of District Personnel in the Carter County Public School District. Donald is also 
the Senior Preaching Minister at the Oak Grove Church of Christ. In addition to his degree in Middle School 
Education from KCU, he has two masters degrees and a professional certificate from Morehead State University.

Dr. John Dundon | Chief Financial Officer
John Dundon has been in his current role of Chief Financial Officer and Accreditation Liaison since 2015. In ad-
dition to leading us through a successful reaffirmation of our accreditation last year, he provides leadership in 
budgeting and finance. John attended KCU back in the 1980s. In addition to his studies at KCU, he has a Bachelor 
degree in Accounting from Eastern Kentucky University, a Master degree in Higher Education Administration, 
and a PhD from Capella University in Organization and Management. He is an active member and Sunday School 
teacher at Southland Christian Church in Lexington, KY. 

Mr. Daniel White | Vice President of Business Operations
Daniel White has served the University in various capacities since 2012. He currently serves as Vice President of 
Business Operations and was the Director of Business Operations prior to transitioning to the Cabinet. He is a 2008 
graduate of KCU with a Bachelor of Science in Ministry Management. He also has a Master of Business Administra-
tion from Ashland University. He is an elder at the First Church of Christ in Grayson.
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Dr. O’Lynn Appointed to Dean of the 
School of Distance & General Education

KCU is pleased to announce that its application for State Autho-
rization Reciprocity Agreement (SARA) has been approved by 
the Kentucky Council on Postsecondary Education. In short, this 
agreement allows us to accept online students from 49 states. 
This agreement should be particularly helpful for students want-
ing access to our graduate programs in the Keeran School of Bible 
and Ministry and in the Yancey School of Nursing.

President Allcorn would like to particularly commend the work of  
Dr. Carol Brickey (Dean of the Yancey School of Nursing), Mr. Calvin 
Lindell (VP of Academic Affairs), and Dr. John Dundon (Chief 
Financial Officer) in the completion of this significant milestone  
in the history of the University.

KCU Becomes Approved 
Institution With SARA

Dr. Rob O’Lynn, a 10 year veteran with the Keeran School of Bible and Ministry, has recently begun his 
new role as Dean of the School of Distance and General Education. He will lead the school, overseeing 
the General Education and History programs in addition to leading Distance Education initiatives. 

Dr. O’Lynn has been an advocate for providing educational opportunities to distance learner students 
while directing the online graduate program in the Keeran School of Bible and Ministry. In addition to 
directing an online program, Dr. O’Lynn has served as an online instructor and a presenter at confer-
ences dedicated to online pedagogy.

Kentucky Christian University is proud to share the won-
derful news that our accreditation with the Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) has been reaffirmed until the year 2030.

Kentucky Christian University is accredited by the South-
ern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 
Colleges (SACSCOC) to award associate, baccalaureate, 
and master degrees. 

Just to provide a little background, KCU submitted an 
initial self-study early in the fall of 2019 as a part of the 
10-year accreditation cycle. This report addressed every 
aspect of the University’s work. SACSCOC sent the docu-
ment to an off-site committee for review. The institution 
responded to their report with a second document and 
hosted an on-site committee the first week of March 2020. 
We were blessed to be one of the final schools to receive 
teams before the lockdown due to COVID-19.

The on-site committee indicated that KCU still needed to 
address six standards to which KCU then responded with 
a third document. The SACSCOC Commissioners reviewed 
our response and made a final determination concerning 
our accreditation for the next 10 years during their annual 
meeting the first week of December 2020.

We are pleased to report that KCU was viewed as fiscally 
sound and faithfully completing its mission. We have 
received another 10 years of accreditation! Everyone at 
KCU made significant contributions to this process. Faculty, 
staff, and trustees served on committees, worked on as-
sessments, helped gather evidence of compliance, and 
met with the members of the on-site team.

Accreditation
Reaffirmed 



One week in 1801 is all it took. Beginning August 6, what was expected to be a typical meeting quickly became a unity revival of 
over 20,000 people. It was at Cane Ridge that the proclamation of the unification effects of the gospel were accomplished and we 
are experiencing the effects of it to this day. This was the start of the Restoration Movement.

Kentucky Christian University invites you to celebrate this 220th anniversary with us. On August 7, 2021, we are hosting a Cane 
Ridge Tour and communion service. Registration and check-in will begin at 8:00 a.m. on the KCU campus. KCU will provide trans-
portation to Cane Ridge as well as lunch. 

Dr. Douglas Foster, author of A Life of Alexander 
Campbell, and leading scholar of Restoration 
Movement Church History, will give a presentation 
of what took place at Cane Ridge. Jerry Harris,  
pastor of The Crossing and publisher of the  
Christian Standard, will be leading a devotional  
for all in attendance. 

The tour will end with a communion service led  
by pastor, author, and teacher, Bob Russell. Con-
sider this your invitation to celebrate the roots of 
the Restoration Movement and explore how you 
can partner with us as we prepare leaders for the 
future of the movement. 

Visit www.kcu.edu/caneridge or 
contact Megan Rawlings at mrawlings@kcu.edu 

or call 606.474.3298

Get yours today as tickets are limited

ORDER TICKETS ONLINE FOR $35

Bob RussellDoug Foster Jerry Harris



Dr. Jamie Coates is the 
daughter of Professor 
Emeritus Dr. Darrell Coates5

Solomon reminds us there is a time to mourn and a time to dance. 
Sometimes, these emotions, sorrow and rejoicing, can stand alongside 
one another. 
 
Jamie Coates, who blessed congregations for 27 years as a Worship Pastor, 
and for the last 2.5 years as Assistant Professor of Worship at KCU, passed away 
on Saturday, February 20, 2021 from melanoma cancer. 
 
One of Jamie’s life-goals was joining the faculty at Kentucky Christian University to  
oversee programs in music and worship ministry. Her abilities, self-discipline, and  
commitment to Christ blessed everyone around her. 

One of Jamie’s proudest accomplishments in her tenure at KCU was the establishment of 
the Worship Collective, a team of students involved in her Worship classes that led wor-
ship during campus chapel services. President Allcorn, faculty, and staff gathered with 
the Worship Collective following the news of her passing. Dr. Brian Baldwin comforted 
the students with these words:

“Jamie’s fine! She’s good, even if we’re a wreck. Jamie’s presence isn’t gone, 
because Jamie was a skilled, faithful, diligent disciple-maker. Jamie’s lessons, 
her words, her values, are all over her students, and they speak with her spiri-
tual accent. 2 Cor. 3:1-4 gives a good picture of what I mean: Are we beginning 
to praise ourselves again? Are we like others, who need to bring you letters of 
recommendation, or who ask you to write such letters on their behalf? Surely not! 
The only letter of recommendation we need is you yourselves. Your lives are a letter 
written in our hearts; everyone can read it and recognize our good work among 
you. Clearly, you are a letter from Christ showing the result of our ministry among 
you. This ‘letter’ is written not with pen and ink, but with the Spirit of the living 
God. It is carved not on tablets of stone, but on human hearts. We are confident of 
all this because of our great trust in God through Christ.

Her students are her letter, and it’s a fine one.”

Her absence leaves an unmistakable void in our lives. It was beautiful to listen to the 
students express how much she had influenced them in and out of the classroom.

In addition to continuing to build the music program that she was so instrumental in 
leading, KCU plans to honor the ministry of Dr. Jamie Coates in two manners. First of 
all, we are going to dedicate the new stage to her memory at her students’ request. We 
believe this is a very fitting manner to keep her contribution to the ministry of KCU alive 
in the minds of current and future students. We’re grateful to the students for making the 
suggestion.

The second step that KCU is taking to honor her ministry is to create an endowed music 
faculty position in her name. One anonymous donor has stepped forward with a gener-
ous gift to launch this effort. If you would like to donate to this endowed faculty position, 
please visit kcu.edu/give and select the Jamie Coates Endowed Professorship of Music 
and Worship.

Dr. Jamie Coates

“Jamie prayed with me and for me. 
Jamie touched a whole lot of lives. 

She was an amazing example 
of Christ. I’m ready to pick up 

where Jamie left off and live 
my life for Jesus like she has.”
- Riley Angel, 
Member of Amplify

Summer 2019

“Jamie was the best teacher, 
mentor, and friend. If it wasn’t for 

Jamie, I wouldn’t know the first thing 
about Biblical worship, let alone how to 

lead a congregation.” - Kennedi Meredith, Student; 
Member of Worship Collective 

“Jamie always said the worship collective was a 
family. And that it was. Jamie was more than just a 
friend. She was family. She taught me so many things 
I never knew about worship and she taught me many 
meaningful lessons.” - Courtney Weaver, Student; 
Member of Worship Collective

“When I needed a friend, Jamie was there. When I 
needed counsel, Jamie was there. When I needed to 
be told I was acting stupid, Jamie was GLADLY there. 
And when I felt low and unworthy, Jamie was there, 
speaking "truth in love" into my life. I believe Jamie 
would ask to redirect any credit of her life and ministry 
to God. Not wanting any credit for herself, but praising 
God for using her to do His will.” - Austin Roach, 
Former Colleague; KCU Alumni

“Dr. Jamie Coates’ worship class was one of my favorite 
classes at KCU. She taught with passion and the 
pride she took in inspiring and leading students was 
incredibly admirable to me.” - Cody Sabol, Former 
Student

“Thank you for believing in me and choosing to 
constantly pour into others. Thank you for teaching 
me so much about worship and representing Jesus 
in your daily life. I am where I am today because of 
you. You have changed not only my life, but so many 
others for the better. We will never forget the family 
you brought together. I just know you’re full of joy 
worshipping with The King himself right now.”  
- Caroline George, Student; Member of 
Worship Collective

“Jamie Coates was far more than just a professor to 
me. She was my boss, my discipler, and a close friend. 
I learned what ministry was by doing it alongside her. 
Jamie crafted me into a worship leader and minister. 
She helped me grow in my piano skills, refined my 
voice, and taught me how to lead a rehearsal. She 
taught me how to construct a worship set list and 
how crucial prayer and scripture is in that process.”
- Peyton Baskins, Student; Member of 
Worship Collective

Remembering



Please Note: We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this information. Should you discover an error, 
please accept our sincere apology and bring it to our attention so that we can correct our records.

Gifts received October 1, 2020 through January 31, 2021

Memorial | Honorary | Scholarship | EstateGifts
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Scholarship Gifts
Andrea Damron Scholarship
Oak Grove Church of Christ, 
 Grayson, KY

Bethany Wray Taylor Scholarship
M/M Barry M. Taylor

Carole Phillips Scholarship
Oak Grove Church of Christ, 
 Grayson, KY

Dr. Charles R. Gresham  
Scholarship
M/M Dolan L. Baker
Oak Grove Church of Christ, 
 Grayson, KY

Don & Jama Layne Scholarship
Jama Hale Layne

Dr. Donald “Dick” Damron  
Scholarship
First Church of Christ, 
 Grayson, KY
Oak Grove Church of Christ, 
 Grayson, KY

Dr. Lewis Snyder  
Scholarship
Gary Bradford

Eggleton Scholarship
M/M Paul Eggleton

Erby & Lorraine Messimer  
Scholarship
Dr. & Mrs. Jim Messimer

Essick Family Scholarship
M/M C. Billy Essick

Essick-Mozelle Scholarship
M/M C. Billy Essick

H & K Taylor Scholarship
M/M Thomas Bender
M/M Gary Bowman
Denise A. Brettell
Loretta Burton
Marie C. Class
Roger Cottrell
Cecil Creasey
Harry Estep
Jenkins Fenstermaker, PLLC
Glima Hall
M/M Clayton Harris
Jujuana W. Hieneman

M/M Elmer H. Mullins, Jr.
J. Ross Myers
M/M Roderick O’Donnell
Eleanor Otake
M/M L.S. Rigsby
M/M David R. Stultz
Nancy E. Sullivan-Maggard
John K. Thompson
Martin P. Wakley
Dr. & Mrs. Keith Wise

James & Martha Quisenberry 
Scholarship
Michal E. Hobstetter
M/M William A. Hobstetter
Martha Quisenberry

KCU Alumni Endowed 
Scholarship
M/M Clifford Beck
M/M Harry Gill
M/M Vincent Mansfield
M/M John M. Studebaker

Dr. Keith P. Keeran  
Scholarship
M/M Bradley Cotten
Dr. Gregory Widener

Dr. L. Palmer Young  
Scholarship
Jerry Provence

LuAnn Robinson Self Memorial 
Biblical Studies Scholarship
Robert Graham Self

Majel Lusby Kelley Memorial 
Scholarship for Education 
Majors
M/M Warren R. Kelley
Patricia Kelley Zavala

Scholarship-Undesignated
Adena Road Church of Christ,  
 Chillicothe, OH
M/M Richard L. Anderson
Craig Curtiss
M/M James T. Gibson
M/M Wayne Holcomb
Gayle E. Justice
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Lynn Oakes
James L. Rogers
M/M Robert A. Sealock
Southeast Christian Church,  
 Louisville, KY
Sidney Verble

Southland Mfg. Co. Scholarship
Dr. & Mrs. Jack L. Dyer

Strother Family Scholarship Fund
Commercial Bank Foundation
M/M Jack W. Strother, Jr.

Tom Lawson Scholarship
Phillip L. DeMotte

William Peeples Scholarship
William D. Peeples

Wm. R. Stevens Excellence in 
Science Academic Award
M/M Alexander Chu

Gifts In Honor
Christview Christian Church
M/M Wallace Rendel

Barry M. Taylor
M/M L.S. Rigsby

Gifts In Memory
David Bowers
Dr. & Mrs. John L. Dundon
Dr. & Mrs. Keith P. Keeran

Victoria Snyder Bradford
Gary Bradford

Ronald Albert Briggs
Lenora D. Briggs

Thomas Andrew Dale
Anonymous

Kelly & Genevieve Dye
First Christian Church,  
 Salem, IL

Thomas Gemeinhart
Anonymous

Sam P. Jones
Arnold’s Creek Christian Church,  
 Middlebourne, WV

Lavern Karns
Anonymous

Ron Lindeman
M/M Tim Yankey

Dr. J. Lowell Lusby
Anonymous

Ruby Maggard
Anonymous

Trent & Ellen Merricks
Dr. & Mrs. Keith Wise

Dr. Donald A. Nash
Anonymous

Kathy Cool Taylor
M/M John Haydock

Dr. L. Palmer & Elva Young
M/M Bob Young

Estate Gifts
Estate of David Bowers
Estate of Dennis C. Fait
Estate of Edwin V. Hayden
Estate of Ernest E. Johnson, Sr.
Estate of William & Frances  
 Kindelberger
Estate of Dorothy Murrell
Estate of Mary Sanders

Martha Jordan Prayer 
Garden Gifts
IN HONOR

Glima Hall
Dr. Jeff Metcalf

Tom & Dr. Gail Wise
Dr. Jeff Metcalf

Wanda Maxey
Dr. Jeff Metcalf

Scott & Alice Rawlings
Dr. Jeff Metcalf

Ernie & Judy Miller
Dr. Jeff Metcalf

IN MEMORY

Josie C. Smith
Debbie Steele

Clark A. Fait
Gary L. Fait

D. Gertrude Fait
Gary L. Fait

Dennis C. Fait
Gary L. Fait



News stories detailing the historic COVID-19 pandemic have dominated our media outlets 
for nearly a year. Disturbing images of people of every age and cultural background fighting 

for their lives flashed before us. We’ve heard heartbreaking accounts from healthcare workers 
about holding the phone up to patients so the families could say their final goodbyes. Moreover, 

we learned of vital resources such as ventilators and oxygen so scarce physicians and nurses were 
forced to decide which patients received care. These are not 
just sensationalized stories from the media. They are the lived 
experiences of many who responded to the pandemic. Among 
those healthcare heroes were our very own students and alumni 
of the Yancey School of Nursing.

Miranda Weathersby, a current student in the online RNBSN 
program, works as a travel nurse. She was an early frontline 
responder to COVID-19. Miranda traveled to Florida and 
worked with the Department of Health to assist with COVID risk 
assessment and containment procedures in long-term care and 
prison facilities. She joined the fight against COVID in hotspots in 
the northeast and Texas before spending three months in Guam 
caring for patients battling the virus. 

While always strong in her faith, Miranda stated that she is “less 
timid in her witness to and prayer with patients and coworkers” 
because of her KCU education. Stemming from discussions in 
her Bible courses, Miranda brought a Christian perspective into 
ethical decisions regarding rationing of care when vital resources were scarce. 

Miranda, a KCU nurse, was there in the response to a global pandemic. She was present in the 
intersection of life and death comforting, sitting with, witnessing to, and praying over patients as 
they lost their battle with COVID. Miranda is living out the ministry of nursing and the eternal impact 
of her KCU education is evident.

Response to Covid
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Nursing
Students
Administer
COVID-19
Vaccinations

The Yancey School of Nursing has partnered with both the 
Carter County Health Department and King’s Daughters 
Medical Center to assist with the community response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. One of the greatest challenges to 
distributing the COVID-19 vaccine is having enough qualified 
individuals available to administer them. Under the supervi-
sion of YSN faculty, students have assisted both organiza-
tions with the administration of 640 COVID-19 vaccinations 

in the month of February! Participation in the vaccination 
clinics is a valuable opportunity for students to gain 

clinical experience while cultivating a heart for a life 
lived in service to others. 

Traveling 
Nurse on the 
Front Lines 
of Pandemic

“Participation in the 
vaccination clinics is a 
valuable opportunity for 
students to gain clinical 
experience while 
cultivating a heart for 
a life lived in service to 
others.”

“Miranda is living out 
the ministry of nursing 
and the eternal impact 
of her KCU education is 
evident.”
 

Darby Flickinger, Katelyn Carper, 
Kara Saunders, Hunter McComas

Katelyn Carper

Kara Saunders



Response to Covid
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Searching for a new ministry position or trying to fill a vacant one at a 
church is not always an easy process, no matter which end you are on. 
For the potential candidate, finding the right opportunity often takes 
a bit of searching. For the congregation, finding the person who is the 
right fit can be a challenge. Kentucky Christian University recognizes this 
need for both churches and ministers and is proud to serve as a liaison. 

The Ministry Openings page on KCU’s website has proven to be a 
positive resource to aid in the search process. This free service allows 
churches to post job descriptions for their openings in a searchable 
database. Potential candidates can then browse the openings, sorting 
by position, location, and full or part-time.

Hales Chapel Christian Church in Gray, TN was in need of a new 
minister. Other avenues of advertising the position weren’t gaining 
much traction. After posting the position on KCU’s Ministry Openings 
page, resumes of potential candidates began to come in.

Tim Ramsey (’75 & ’85) has regularly checked the site about once a 
week for years simply as a way to stay updated on other churches and 
fellow ministers. He was living in Florida and the desire to move closer 
to family sparked his interest in browsing the listings for himself. He 
applied to Hales Chapel and a new journey began.

The leadership of Hales Chapel wanted to express their appreciation 
and decided to add KCU to the list of missions they support. After 
a phone call to the University to determine the best way to do this, 
they learned of the Covenant Church Program. After reviewing the 
qualifications and benefits of being a Covenant Church, the decision 
was an easy one to make. 

The Covenant Church Program (CCP) was created to 
strengthen and enhance the relationship with our 

local church partners. KCU is indebted to the 
churches that have supported the school 

over its 100-year history and the CCP is 
a way we can help churches promote 
Christian higher education. 

Churches can join the CCP by supporting 
KCU at a minimum of $2,400 per year. 
We also encourage the leaders to send 

students. In return, we offer scholarships 
for those students regardless of their course 

of study. Ministry majors from Covenant 
Churches typically receive a special, tiered 

scholarship for each of the four years they are 
enrolled. 

Hales Chapel is grateful the University gives back to those who 
support the institution. We’re grateful for the new partnership we’ve 
formed with them. To learn more about how you can also become 
a partner with KCU, visit www.kcu.edu/covenant. To post or browse 
ministry openings, visit www.kcu.edu/ministryopenings.

Beginning of  
a Partnership

Covenant 
Church
Program

Tim Ramsey, Minister at 
Hales Chapel Chrisitan Church



9

Across The Campus

We’re excited to see the response to Caffeine for KCU with 
alumni donors representing each decade from the 1960s to  
the 2010s! Thank you!

As alumni of Kentucky Christian University, you and I have seen 
firsthand the power of a Christ-centered education. We know 
the importance of the relationships built on campus and the 
knowledge we have gained in our time here. You can join us 
in giving back to KCU to help make it possible for others to 
experience what we enjoyed for as little as $5/month or more.

As a reminder to pray for KCU and to thank you for your 
financial support, we’ll send you a KCU coffee mug.

If you’re a proud graduate from the KCC era and would prefer a 
Kentucky Christian College mug, we have a limited amount of 
vintage KCC mugs available. To request a vintage KCC mug with 
your donation, please send an email to vmadden@kcu.edu. Visit 
www.kcu.edu/caffeine for more info.

Caffeine 
for KCU 

Chemistry and 
Coffee
Dr. Will Stevens, Associate Professor of Chemistry at KCU, has 
been building a local following. In his free time, Dr. Stevens 
has been using his technical chops to make the best possible 
cup of coffee. Dr. Stevens says, “I began roasting seven years 
ago due to the lack of quality, fresh-roasted coffee in Grayson. I 
found out quickly that my technical background had prepared 
me pretty well to build 
my own roaster and 
make a very decent 
cup of coffee.” This 
pursuit often spills 
over with examples 
in the classroom. 
“Coffee makes for 
great examples in 
my classes. During 
the roasting process, 
there’s density, reaction 
kinetics, multiphase 
extractions, heat 
transfer…. all topics 
taught in my first 
year chemistry 
course.” 

Dr. Stevens ‘went pro’ 
in the fall of 2017 by registering Goose Bridle Coffee, LLC. Since 
then, he has built a strong business, supporting multiple retail 

locations between Ashland and Morehead, and doing local 
fundraisers. “I raised over $1,100 dollars last fall, with a good 
portion of that going to Howell’s Mill Christian Assembly. 

There are so many 
fundraisers out 
there that sell junk. 
It’s great to get to 
grow Goose Bridle 
and the community, 
while providing great 
coffee at the same 
time. It’s a win-win-
win.“

The ethos at KCU has 
had a big impression 

on Dr. Stevens. “I’ve been consistently 
impressed with how engaged the faculty 
are with the students here. We build closer 
relationships with our students than 
anywhere I’ve seen.” Pre-COVID, Dr. Stevens 
would regularly offer coffee and tea to his 
students when they visited to show them 
extra hospitality. “I absolutely love getting 
to know my students; if it is over a cup of 
coffee, then all the better. College is an 
incredibly important time. I feel lucky to 
get to be a part of that with so many.”

To learn more about Dr. Stevens’ coffee 
follow @goosebridlecoffee on Facebook and Instagram, or visit 
his website www.goosebridlecoffee.com.

“I absolutely love getting 
to know my students; if it is 
over a cup of coffee, then 
all the better.”
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Across The Campus

Campus Upgrades 

Waters Hall LobbyLusby Center Locker Rooms

Nash Chapel Stage Campus Store

The bookstore got fresh paint that more accurately represents 
KCU, as well as wooden accents, large area rugs, new decor, 
string lights, and lamps to add a rustic-industrial atmosphere. 
Displays for merchandise and textbooks were also changed to 
help draw the eye to all the store has to offer, without over-
whelming one with all the options offered. These changes 
brought a fresh update to the store that not only represents 
the student body better, but is also warm, inviting, and appeal-
ing to all visitors. 

Students, faculty and staff attending chapel services will  
notice a major enhancement to the Nash Chapel stage area. 
KCU’s maintenance staff led the charge over the winter break 
to enlarge and enhance the stage. With additional square 
footage, we have opportunities for plays, musicals, and 
concerts that we could not entertain before. The new stage will 
be dedicated in memory of Dr. Jamie Coates at her students’ 
request.

KCU Athletic Director Corey Fipps is spearheading a program of 
facility upgrades and has completed the latest … locker room 
renovations for the Damron Hall of Champions. Through fund-
raising efforts and sweat equity, the men’s/women’s basketball 
and volleyball areas have a tremendous new look. All three 
teams now have a team area of which they are proud. Many 
thanks to all who participated in the locker room renewal.

The residents of Waters Hall were welcomed back to campus 
with newly renovated staircases and an improved 1st floor 
lobby. The Waters Hall lobby received a modern paint job 
along with new carpet and furnishings, a new large screen 
television, and new equipment for the billiards and ping-pong 
tables. The new additions have contributed to a refreshed spirit 
and feeling of community in the dorm. 

10
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Anyone who has ever been a serious athlete knows how 
hard it is to walk away from the sport you have spent years 
training for and pouring yourself into. Many are fortunate 
enough to transition into the role of coach after the playing 
days are finished, giving them the chance to still be a part of 
the sport they love while investing in the lives of young men 
and women.

Brad Queen (’11) made this transition from player to coach 
at Kentucky Christian University. Brad was a defensive tackle 
on the football team. After graduating, he stayed at KCU to 
coach the defensive line. The next year, he left his alma mater 
to coach at Eastern Kentucky University while pursuing a 
master’s degree. When the head coach moved to Charlotte, 
Brad followed. Then, his career took an unexpected turn.

As is common in the athletic world, a staff change at 
Charlotte left Brad without a job. Brad began working in 
the operations department at Charlotte Motor Speedway. 
When there wasn’t a NASCAR race taking place, Brad was 
organizing banquets, meetings, and rides on the track. Yet, 
he missed football.

A former KCU coach, Kevin Cristello was the connection Brad 
needed to find his way back to the sport he loves. Brad’s role 
at the Speedway gave him experience with operations that 
he enjoyed and wanted to continue. He became the Assistant 
Director of Football Operations and Leadership at Coastal 
Carolina University in Conway, South Carolina. The next year, 
he was promoted to Director. He is the bridge staff between 
football and the rest of the University. 

It was the leadership aspect of the job that captured Brad’s 
attention. Brad was a ministry major at KCU and feels blessed to 
have worked with men of faith in his career. Coastal Carolina’s 
football leadership has a program called Life After Football. They 
remind the guys that one day football will end. The average age 
of retirement in football is 38-40 years old. Life After Football 
gets the players to think about the kind of person they want 
to be outside of that – a husband, a father, a brother, a friend. 
Brad spoke passionately about the influence he and the other 
football staff have on the players. “What we do is a ministry, not 
just football.” 

Brad uses his current role in operations to help organize the 
meetings for Life After Football. He tracks down speakers or 
will occasionally speak himself. One speaker they brought in 
was a doctor addressing mental health. They try to keep things 
current and relevant for the players with what is going on in 
society.

Whether it’s in the background with operations or in personal 
interactions with the players, Brad is grateful for the opportunity 
to minister to the young men in his program and help prepare 
them to be productive members in life after football.

Life After 
Football

A Ministry for When the Game Ends

Clerrinda (‘11), Caroline and Brad Queen (‘11)
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Logan Langseth 
to Lead Women’s Soccer 
Coach Logan Langseth joins Kentucky Christian University from 
Florida Memorial University (NAIA). Prior to FMU, Langseth was at 
Cincinnati Christian University, also an NAIA member, where he 
enjoyed his first year of success as a head coach. After doubling 
the size of the roster, he was able to lead the team to many new 
heights, including the playoffs. Prior 
to his tenure at CCU, Logan coached 
at Northern Michigan University (MI), 
Tiffin University (OH), Ohio Northern 
University (OH), and Albright College 
(Pa).

While at Tiffin University, Coach 
Langseth assisted Coach Rudy 
Brownell to a GLIAC title in 2016. At 
Ohio Northern University, his con-
tributions were instrumental in that 
team winning the 2015 Ohio Athletic 
Conference championship.

In 2012 and 2013, he was the head girls’ varsity coach at Reading 
High School in Reading, Pennsylvania where he helped the girls’ 
varsity program gain its first win in 25 years, earned two 2nd place 
high school tournament trophies, received in 2012 the highest 
honor from PIAA Referees with the PIAA Team Sportsmanship 
Award, and in 2013 was Coach of the Year for Berks County 

Division I Girl’s High School Soccer. In 2014 Coach Logan volun-
teered with the Reading High School boys’ varsity team, which 
won the Berks County Division I League and earned their first 
berth in the PIAA District and State Tournament.

A four-year captain at Pennsylvania State University Berks Cam-
pus, Coach Langseth graduated in 2012 with a Bachelor degree 
in Global Studies, Political Science and Contemporary History 
Option. He ranks in the top five all-time in career points for men’s 
soccer, while also serving as SAAC president and a student gov-
ernment representative. Coach Logan also holds an MBA from 
Tiffin University.

Coach Langseth commented, “I’m very excited to be joining 
Kentucky Christian University and look forward to working with a 
great community of coaches, educators and students.”

Athletics Director Corey Fipps commented about the hiring of 
Langseth, “We are thrilled to welcome Coach Langseth to the 
KCU family as our first full-time women’s soccer coach. With his 
collegiate coaching experience, we foresee the same spiritual 
and educational foundation that was so evident under Coach 
Johnson.” Fipps went on to say, “His determination to recruit a 
diverse, fundamentally strong soccer athlete will ultimately allow 
the KCU women’s soccer program to compete in the Appalachian 
Athletic Conference and hopefully, the NAIA.”

Since the reestablishment of the Knights Baseball program, 
KCU head coach Jason Stowers, his staff, and players have 
worked tirelessly to place a quality playing surface on the 
footprint of the baseball field’s previous location. To date, 
the transformation has been amazing considering the con-
dition of the area with reference to baseball play.

 Now, another step has been taken. With all NAIA baseball pro-
grams carrying larger rosters, the need for better practice facilities 
connected to the field have arisen. With this in mind, Stowers and 
his crew have taken yet another step in facility upgrades by build-
ing a multiple tunnel batting practice area located just outside the 
field of play in center field. The latest addition will allow the players 
to get more repetitions in their practices that will translate to bet-
ter performances!

Baseball Facility 
Upgrades
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We have partnered with PCI (also known as Publishing 
Concepts) to produce an Oral History Publication for 
Kentucky Christian University. PCI is a family-owned business 
based in Dallas, TX that has published directories for 
educational institutions, fraternities, sororities, and military 
organizations across the nation for almost 100 years. This 
project allows KCU to hear about your personal experiences 
and explain how KCU has helped shape your lives.

You likely have received a postcard and/or email with a 
phone number or link to follow in order to update your 
contact information and submit a story. These stories will 

be compiled into a publication available for alumni to 
purchase through PCI. Kentucky Christian University 
will benefit by receiving your updated information 
and a printed, digital, and audio version of all stories 
submitted.

Our alumni stories are important to us. Help us preserve 
the memories and history as told by you. You can do so 
by reaching out to PCI as directed on the postcards and 
emails. If you didn’t receive a postcard or email, you can 
call 800-224-2905 to share your story. Visit www.kcu.
edu/oralhistoryproject for more information.

We want to see you! We greatly missed our annual, in-person homecoming activities last year. Our  
hope is to gather as many alumni as we can back on campus as one family again this fall. Mark your  
calendars now. Come join us as we remember the good ol’ days and make new memories.
                                                                       Once a Knight, Always a Knight!



Noah Benton Hutchinson, son of Brad and Madison (Furman) 
(’11) Hutchinson on 9/11/2020

Boone Jericho Dailey, son of 
Beau (’12) and Magen (Daniel) 
(’11) Dailey on 10/8/2020

Kolson Thrasher Linville, 
son of Colten and Kayla 
(Cummings) (’13 & ’17) Linville 
on 10/9/2020

Brody Hudson Weller, son of 
Thad and Danielle (Hudson) 
(’12) Weller on 10/24/2020

Tobias Aaron Markey, son of 
Aaron (’15) and Dara Markey 
on 11/16/2020

Joshua Martin Stafford, son 
of Brad (’11) and Kelsie 
(Thrasher) (’09) Stafford on 
11/25/2020

Myla Bliss Walker, daughter 
of Tyler (’16) and Kelli 
(Bonnette) (’14 & ’17) Walker 
on 1/25/2021

Emmi Maxene Amerine, 
daughter of Seth (’09) and Leah (Vuyovich) (’10) Amerine on 
2/16/2021

14

Future Knights

Have you recently: 
• Gotten married
• Had a baby
• Changed jobs
• Received an award 
• Had a major 
  accomplishment? 

Share your news with us 
by sending an email to 
vmadden@kcu.edu for 
possible inclusion in the 
next issue. We would love 
to have accompanying 
high-resolution pictures 
as well.

Find us at booth 535

Knight News
Kayla (Cummings) Linville (’13 & ’17) is working as a Family 
Nurse Practitioner focusing on Urology at Primary Plus in 
Maysville, KY

William Nation (‘07) is the Bible Department Head at 
International Christian School in Hong Kong
Austin Roach (’16) is now the Camp Manager at Camp Pitt in
Chatham, VA 
Ryan Walker (’18) has been appointed Head Coach of the 
Circleville (OH) high school varsity boys soccer team.

Knight Weddings
Daniel and Brittani (Worthington) (’18) Skaggs on October 
17, 2020
Scott (’11 & ’14) and Katherine Alyx (Greenwood) (’18) 
Durbin on October 17, 2020

Knights We’ll Miss
Ronald Lindeman (’84), Bible and Ministry; (KCU Security  
‘84-’86) 10/20/2020
Ken Jones, (Music Professor ‘86-’98), 10/20/2020
Victoria Bradford (’70), Women’s Ministry, 10/22/2020
Marjorie Whitacre, (attd ‘55 - ’58), 11/13/2020
Johnny McCloskey (’82), Bible and Ministry, 11/28/2020
Alonzo Wise (’48), Bible and Ministry, 12/7/2020
Kathy Cool Taylor (’59), Bible and Ministry; (English Professor 
‘62-’72) 12/8/2020
Grover Brunton (’94), Masters of Ministry, 12/9/2020
Betty Bliffen Thomas (’51), Women’s Ministry, 12/14/2020
Fred Albrecht (’59), Bible and Ministry, 1/25/2021
Dr. Jamie Coates (‘91), Music; (Worship Professor ‘18-’21), 
2/20/2021

Class Notes...

Noah

Kolson Brody

JoshuaTobias

Myla

Boone

Emmi

We want to see you! We greatly missed our annual, in-person homecoming activities last year. Our  
hope is to gather as many alumni as we can back on campus as one family again this fall. Mark your  
calendars now. Come join us as we remember the good ol’ days and make new memories.
                                                                       Once a Knight, Always a Knight!

Give us 
the scoop!
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they were even more thankful for the hot breakfast that the work-
ers from the cafeteria had dropped off for them.

Strategically placed backup generators across the campus cre-
ated heated areas for students and staff to gather to stay warm. 
Multiple staff walked through impassable roads to main thor-
oughfares so that they could be picked up. While most students 
would have remained unaware of all that was happening behind 
the scenes, they were able to stay warm, charge their electronic 
devices to work on their courses remotely and to stay in touch 
with their families, and so forth because of the hard work of many 
who found a way to get to the campus.

Thank you to everyone who helped remove the snow so that stu-
dents could access those services. I saw vice presidents, directors, 
coaches, and even young kids with shovels in hand. Thank you to 
all who just did what needed to be done. 

At the time of publication of this Voice, we are still involved in 
cleaning up the downed tree limbs from the storm and there are 
still piles of snow that serve as a reminder of the journey we have 
been through. After all the limbs are cleaned up and 
the snow has melted, I’ll still remember the amazing 
work that was done by amazing people.

At the very end of this week, our dear colleague and 
friend Dr. Jamie Coates went to be with the Lord. 
As I mentioned in our initial announcement of her 
passing, we rejoice because of her life of service to 
her Lord and because she stands in His presence 
today. Yet, we also grieve her untimely loss and seek 
Jesus, the One who offers comfort and peace during 
our struggles. (See tribute to Jamie Coates on page 5 
of this publication.)

 

From the President
The Storms of Life
(continued from page 1)


